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Language and Literature – Key Info

• Two totally separate GCSEs.
• There is only one tier.
• Since 2017 employers, colleges and Universities should see both 

as equal (This isn’t always the case!).

• Course titles / codes:
 AQA, 8700 – English Language
 AQA, 8702 – English Literature

CTL – Mr Wilkes
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English Language – taught in two lessons a      
         fortnight with one teacher

Paper 1 – ‘ Explorations in creative reading and 
writing’

•Section A - Reading and answering four questions 
on an extract from an unseen fiction text.

•Section B – Writing. Creating writing 

choice from description or story task.
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Paper 2 – ‘ Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives’   
•Section A - Reading and answering four 
questions on two unseen non-fiction texts

•Section B – Writing an non-fiction text 
(article, letter, etc)

Most questions require a lengthy 
Written response
e.g. 1 ½ pages for an 8 mark question.
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English Literature – Six lessons a fortnight, with 
                one teacher.
Paper 1 – ‘Shakespeare and the 19th Century novel’ (1 hour, 45 minutes)

Section A – ‘Macbeth’ (Term 3 - Y10)

Section B – ‘A Christmas Carol’ (Term 1 – Y11)

Students are given a short extract from each text in the exam, but also 
must write about the whole text.
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English Literature – Two exams

Paper 2 – ‘Modern Text and Poetry’ (2 hours, 15 minutes)

Section A – ‘An Inspector Calls’ (Terms ½ -  Y10)

Section B – ‘Power and Conflict’ anthology poems (Term 1 – Y10)

Section C – Unseen poetry – two questions on 2 poems (Term 1 – Y10)

A - Unlike Paper 1, students do not have an extract from ‘An Inspector 
Calls’ in the exam.

B – Students write about two poems from the anthology. One is printed 
in the exam paper, the other students choose and work from memory.

C – Unseen poems printed in the exam paper.
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Revision

Students re-visit units and skills within lessons and set as homework 
tasks.

However, as students need to know the whole Literature texts, revision 
is ongoing process. Students should be revising skills and texts as we go 
through Y10.
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How to revise / homework help.

Revision resources: resources and past papers are now 
saved on SHAREPOINT. Students will be emailed 
instructions on how to access. (Guide at end of 
Powerpoint)

Buying text / revision guides: we will be offering revision 
guides for sale on the Gateway. I will email  parents when 
they are available. 
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Sharepoint
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 FREE - Revision ideas

The English team set homework  
using Seneca, but students can 
access tasks themselves.

Mr Bruff 
free on 
youtube.
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What should revision look like?

• Past exam papers questions. The more the 
merrier!

• The more tasks practised the more prepared you 
will be, with both how to write and structure the 
essay, as well as knowing the content.

• Other revision tasks are great to help learn / 
embed knowledge about the Literature texts.

• Revision cards, character notes etc.

• Knowledge organisers used throughout the course.

Use of device/ revision 
resource for exam questions, 
notes etc.

Student is working on a practice question and 
responding to teacher feedback.
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Text guides 
and work 
books.



If you have any questions about 
English, email your English 
teacher or me (Mr Wilkes):

pwilkes@corsham.wilts.sch.uk





Combined or Triple

Combined Triple

2 teachers 3 teachers

Hours 10 hours 15 hours

Total Number of 
exam papers

6 6

Length of papers 1hour 15 mins 1 hour 45 mins

Grades on 
Foundation

5-5 to 1-1 5 to 1  (3 grades)

Grades on Higher 9-9 to 4-3 9 to 4  (3 Grades)



How to help

Calculator

Knowledge Organisers

Seneca

SharePoint

Kerboodle

AQA website – Specification, past papers and mark schemes

YouTube (required practicals, revision videos)



GCSE Mathematics 2025-26

The Corsham School

Edexcel 1MA1



An overview of Mathematics GCSE



An overview of Mathematics GCSE



An overview of Mathematics GCSE



GCSE Scheme of Work



Year 10 timeline, resources and independent learning 

› Additional groups in KS4
– Maths groups are restructured for years 10 (and 11) to allow for 
smaller class sizes and closer ability ranges.

› Resources, websites and learning opportunities
– Revision, Homework, Individual learning, targeted intervention

› Exam Preparation & Feedback
– Drop ins for all levels, Practice Papers, Sparx, Question Level 
Analysis (QLA) Sheets after year 10 PPEs.



Exam revision lists



AQA Further Maths level 2 qualification and 
drop-ins

AQA Further Maths level 2 Qualification has already started for 27 
selected, higher-level students. The course is only suitable for students 
who are on course to achieve a grade 7, 8 or 9 in GCSE Maths.

This has had a big impact on top end GCSE results in recent years and 
there are record number of year 12 students taking A level maths this 
year. 

› September 2025



Year 11 Intervention/Support

› September 2025

› In class
› Small groups of targeted students will either be supported in the classroom or 

by a specialist teacher in another room.

› Tutor time
› All year 11 students will have maths and English support up to four times a 

week during tutor time.  This will be led by subject specialists.

› After school Drop in sessions

• Higher level GCSE – Thursday 3-4pm

• Foundation level GCSE (Grades 3, 4, 5) – Wednesday 3-4pm



Preparing for November & December PPEs

Students will sit three, one-hour exams for their maths PPE. 

Paper 1 – non-calculator
Papers 2 and 3 – calculator

In preparation for these exams, all students will be given practice 
papers to complete at home and a full revision list including codes 
for use on Sparx.
Taking time to complete the papers and work through key topics on 
Sparx is the best way to prepare for exams.

› November / December 2025



Post exam analysis and targeted intervention 

Question Level Analysis (QLA) data sheets will be produced for each 
student. This means that in addition for an overall mark and grade, 
every student will receive a personalised feedback sheet for each 
paper linked to Sparx for individual learning.

The faculty will analyse all data which may result in some set 
changes if any students need to change level of entry.

New intervention groups will be drawn up and students will have the 
opportunity to work on areas of weakness highlighted.

› December 2025 – after the PPEs



QLA Data Sheet



Drop-ins and Practice Papers

From January to Easter, in addition to continuing to work through 
and complete the scheme of work, students start working on exam 
practice primarily based upon the December PPE.

• Fortnightly Practice GCSE paper for Homework – Every student 
will complete a past paper for homework with a feedback 
lesson to mark and go over the papers.

• Drop-Ins – These will continue on Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
and are a fantastic way for students to complete their 
homework practice papers. 

› January / February / March 2026



Internal assessments - March 

Internal assessments will take place in March to help finalise any last 
minute decisions and track closely student progress in the final 
months before they sit their GCSE exams.

If there are any issues with the level of entry for students then 
parents will be contacted and discussions had.

All issues relating to GCSE entry will be finalised at this point.

› March 2026



The mad rush to GCSE

As exams start, maths lessons will still be running and whole school 
revision initiatives e.g. Exam breakfast, additional revision 
opportunities.

Students are still welcome to drop-in sessions – not surprisingly, 
attendance is at its highest at this time.

› April / May 2026



Sparx.com

› An online teaching and learning platform and covers all 
of GCSE and is linked to schemes of work and revision 
lists.

› All students will have their own login.  They can easily 
request a reminder if they forget their login.

› Tuition videos and online quizzes.



Additional websites and resources

› www.mathsgenie.co.uk

http://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/


www.thirdspacelearning.com



www.1stclassmaths.com



› www.onmaths.com

http://www.onmaths.com/


› Corbettmaths.com



› Half Past Papers (hannahkettlemaths.co.uk)

Students can even revise watching

videos on TikTok.

https://www.hannahkettlemaths.co.uk/half-past-papers


Revision Guide and Workbook - £5

Three books in one;

• Revision Guide
• Workbook
• Practice exam papers







What Does Minimum Effort Look Like?

• I am ready to learn

- because I arrive on time with 

correct equipment/kit/books

- because I complete homework 

and coursework by the deadline

- because I make the most of TRIO 

time

• I rise to the challenge

- because I know what I am aiming for

- because I know how I am doing and 

what I need to improve

- because I strive to make my work 

excellent and I keep trying

- because I am being the best version 

of myself

- because I get help when I need it e.g. 

homework club, Book, Buddy, Boss.

• I respect everyone

- because I allow others to learn

- because I treat everyone fairly



“I wish I had made 
revision cards 

sooner”

“I got good grades in my 
PPE and so took it easy 
thinking that’s what I 
was going to get I 

didn’t”

“I went to revision classes 
but not until right at the 

end”
“In year 10 I didn’t do a 
lot of my work, I caught 

up loads in year 11 but it 
was a bit too late”

“Knowledge Organisers 
saved me”



Other things that matter!

Attendance   

All things considered good attendance is the biggest single factor in affecting good outcomes. Last year’s Exam results 
Average Attainment Grade
• Above 95% attendance   5.38
• 90-95% attendance  4.38
• Below 90% attendance   3.21

Engagement
Participating in clubs, trips, events and revision sessions.

Keeping it realistic
Creating time for the things you value and enjoy.

Support at home 



Day Lunchtime  13.20 – 14.00 After School  Who? Venue

Monday English

French
History
Photography

English
Everyone
Everyone
Everyone
Everyone
Everyone

R7
R2
H8
H5
T9

Tuesday Art & Textiles

D & T
Geography
History
Photography

Art , Textiles & Photography

Science

Everyone
Everyone
NEA Catch Up
Everyone
Everyone
Everyone
Higher Paper

T9
T8 / T9
T3
R23
H5
T8
S20

Wednesday
Business
Drama

Photography

Art , Textiles & Photography

History

Everyone
NEA Catch Up
Everyone
Everyone / Homework Support
Everyone

T23
H22
DS1
H4
T9

Thursday Art & Textiles

Media
Photography

Art , Textiles & Photography
D & T

Science

Everyone
Everyone
NEA Catch Up
NEA Support
Everyone
Everyone

T9
T8
T3
R21
T8 / T9
S20

Friday



DEALING 
WITH EXAM 

STRESS



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fVkSnPz5JO0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fVkSnPz5JO0


What does stress look like?

MIND

BODY

BEHAVIOUR



How stress affects the body







The Importance of Sleep

A lack of sleep affects our:
•  decision-making skills
•  memory
• thinking
• ability to recall information
•  concentration 
•  alertness
•  ability to respond helpfully
•  reaction times
• tolerance of others



How to support your student - Part  1

• Feed them!

• Stay calm! (Be their PFC)

• Keep them hydrated

• Ensure they have a place to work (quiet/safe/private)

• Ensure they have a place to hibernate (quiet/safe/private)

• Listen when they need you to

• Encourage them to keep up or take up exercise

• Be reassuring and focus on what’s going well

• Make sure they get enough sleep (screens, P&Q)



How to support your Child   - Part 2

• Exam nerves are normal; try not to minimise or maximise them

•  Take an interest, but know when to leave them alone

•  Get involved (e.g. get them to explain their learning, share the 
timetable or offer revision ideas)

•  Be a parent, not a friend (enforce boundaries)

•  If you don’t know what they need, ask them

•  Notice when they’re working hard and acknowledge it

•  Cut them some slack

•  Support them during exam time (drive them to school, go through 
what they need)



How we teach our students

The Forgetting Curve, discovered by 
German psychologist Hermann 
Ebbinghaus tells us.....

"biggest cause of forgetting new 
information is to just learn it once".



The downward slope of The Forgetting 
Curve, can be softened by repeating the 
learnt information at separate stages

How we teach our students

Reviewing knowledge learnt occurs…
a) Within lessons
b) Home Learning



Preparing for Assessments

Each year Group has a set of 
summative assessments. 

Year 10 = 8th to 19th June
Year 11 PPEs = 17th – 26th November

To prepare students for their ‘in 
lesson’ summative assessments 
we will set “Corsham Countdown” 
revision help.



Best independent revision

Ways to complete Independent 
Revision

What to use for Independent 
Revision

Parents and Students - The Corsham School

https://www.corsham.wilts.sch.uk/page/?title=Parents+and+Students&pid=29
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